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Remembering Austin Brown
Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer
Mark Volkers always knew when Austin
Brown neared the digital media lab. The
digital media production instructor had
learned to recognize the cadence of Brown’s
feet—the long, sandaled strides that preluded
conversations about movies.
Once, when Volkers’ film criticism class
planned to watch 2001: A Space Odyssey,
Brown said: “Can I sit in on that film with
you?”
“Yeah, you can,” Volkers said. “But are you
sure you want to watch it again? It’s probably
the hardest film of the whole semester.”
“Last year, I saw the beginning two to three
minutes and the last two or three minutes. I slept
through all the rest,” Brown, who’d previously
taken the class, said. “And I really want to see
that film.”
Volkers laughed. After Brown switched
his major from engineering to digital media
production, he’d gotten to know him well.
“Only Austin is that honest,” Volkers said.
On April 18, Brown, a senior at Dordt
University, passed away due to medical
complications. He planned on graduating this
May.
In addition to digital media production,
Brown participated in PLIA, the Dordt Improv
club, Dordt Media Network, and Dordt Gaming
Guild.
This semester, Brown walked into Brad
Hickey’s office on a cold, February day to
investigate the Gaming Guild, telling the
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Student Support Specialist and Director of
Esports he thought the guild was a “gimmick.”
As Hickey explained the guild’s purpose, he
noticed Brown studying the five-piece canvas
on his office wall.
“Do you like that picture?” Hickey said.
“Yeah, that’s Skyrim,” Brown said,

Local churches open doors
to Ukrainian refugees
Joya Breems—Staff Writer

pinpointing image’s location within the video
game.
Shortly after, Brown joined the Gaming
Guild, attending events and communicating
with other members on Discord chats.
“He was always willing to help,” Hickey
said. “He was very generous and very kind.”

When the guild outgrew their room in the
basement of Covenant Hall and relocated to
Kuyper Apartments, Brown and another student
volunteered to move gaming chairs, computers,
and other equipment to the nearby building.
At the end of the moving day, Brown wanted
to talk to Hickey, but Hickey needed to locate
the key to the Gator.
“If you’re still here when I get back, then we
can talk and I can take the Gator with you back
to facilities,” Hickey said.
“Yep, I’ll be here,” Brown said.
After Hickey returned with the key, Brown
sat on the Gator, still waiting, still smiling.
“He reminded me of one my friends when
I was young,” Hickey said. “He loved to make
people laugh and tried to make me laugh with
all sorts of different things. He got some good
laughs out of me.”
On the Gator ride, Hickey and Brown
discussed the Marvel Universe. While Hickey
favored the older Marvel movies, Brown
preferred the newer releases, especially
Avengers: Endgame.
As they finished their debate, Brown walked
away, then turned back towards Hickey.
“You’re wrong,” he said, laughing.
Earlier this semester, Brown watched
a Marvel movie with Jonah Hofmeyer, a
sophomore digital media major. They had met
through the digital media department and had
worked on projects together. Last year, Brown
edited Hot Debate, a short film he, Hofmeyer,
and other students created after COVID-19...
cont. on pg. 6

Drissell departs from Dordt
University as board, CRC
discuss sexuality
Sam Landstra—Co-Chief Editor

On 1st Street SE in Sioux Center, a two-story
house sits empty. In the small town, empty
houses are somewhat of a hot commodity. This
one’s countertops are dusty. It’s been empty for
a while. Soon, though, a Ukrainian family will
occupy it.
As previously reported in The Diamond,
Bethel CRC, Covenant CRC, and Good
Shepherd Church partnered with Samaritan’s
Purse to rehouse Afghan refugees earlier this
year.
This past January, these churches spent hours
in training. At Covenant, a seven-module
course walked a six-member core committee
through subjects including language barriers,
the immigration system, and Afghan customs.
The team considered how to house the
refugees, whether they’d be eligible for
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employment, where their children would attend
school, and who would transport them around
Sioux Center, amongst other things.
The committee’s members addressed different
needs. For example, Verlyn DeWit, a member
of Covenant, located a house: a “golden key”
available on March 11, the day before the
refugees’ March 12 arrival.
Upon securing the residence, Covenant asked
its members to furnish and renovate the house.
Its congregation rallied around the deadline.
But the refugees never came. The committee
played “phone tag” with Samaritan’s Purse,
waiting for the humanitarian aid organization to
assign them a family. They were too late. The...
cont. on pg. 11

As the students drew, they listened.
At the front of the classroom, Matt Drissell,
professor of art, read Annie Dillard’s “Seeing.”
“‘When I see this way, I analyze and pry. I
hurl over logs and roll away stones,’” Drissell
said. “‘I study a bank a square foot at a time,
probing and tilting my head.’”
For the past fourteen years, Drissell has
narrated the personal essay, an excerpt from
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, to his Drawing I
students. To him, “artmaking is a fully-engaged
experience.”
“To follow Christ means to engage with the
world, not flee from it,” Drissell said. “This is
why it is important to drip ink, smear paint.”
At the conclusion of the 2021-22 academic
year, Drissell will depart from Dordt University.
Last year, the university’s board of trustees
opted to not renew the professor’s contract,
following discussion on his “appreciation for
inclusion” regarding the LGBTQ community.
In Fall 2019, former provost Eric Forseth and
Teresa Ter Haar, fine arts and communication
division chair, expressed to Drissell concerns
relating to his church membership. The
professor, then a member of Covenant CRC,
had been attending Church of the Savior, an
LGBTQ affirming, episcopal church.
While Dordt approves its faculty to
attend “local, confessionally Reformed”
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congregations, including Covenant, Church of
the Savior did not fulfill these requirements.
“It was totally my fault,” Drissell said. “I
didn’t think it was a problem until it was a
problem.”
Specifically, university-approved churches
must “actively support the mission of Dordt
University” and adhere to the three forms
of Reformed Christian unity: the Belgic
Confession, Heidelberg Catechism, and...
cont. on pg. 9
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The bearable weight of watching a Nick Cage movie
Gretchen Lee—Copy Editor
I love National Treasure. When a child, I
watched it on repeat to the point where, even
today, I can quote nearly every line. At recess,
my friends and I pretended to find clues around
the playground that lead to hidden gold or longforgotten secrets. It was a simpler time.
I also enjoy a good meme, and Nicholas Cage
is a pure fountain of meme-able moments.
Thus, when I stumbled across a trailer for
a film in which Nicholas Cage was playing
himself and would be befriending Pedro Pascal,
my excitement could not be contained.
The Unbearable Weight of Massive Talent
chronicles a fictionalized and caricaturized
view of Nicholas Cage’s more recent years in
acting. As he debates leaving the acting world,
he’s invited to Javi’s birthday party, a wealthy
eccentric with a serious appreciation for good
films.

The two quickly form a fast friendship that
destabilizes when the U.S. Government asks
Nick to help them topple Javi’s arms-dealing
empire. In a race against time and his own
distaste for double-crossing his new friend,
Nick wrestles with his attempts to be a better
father, a better moviemaker, and a better person.
This movie is nearly impossible to categorize;
it’s a comedy, it’s an exploration of the human
condition, and it’s a blockbuster action movie
within a movie. However, the three genres
present not only coexist beautifully, but actually
enhance one another in a unique way.
It’s a quirky film with a pace that varies from
scene-to-scene but it’s also entertaining on
multiple levels.
Nicholas Cage and Pedro Pascale’s acting
enhances the film. Despite their characters’
different personalities and backgrounds, their
unlikely friendship was full of chemistry. Even
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as they worked against one another, their desire
to drop everything to make a movie together
was fun to watch.
Though their bromance proved the highlight
of the film, Pascale and Cage also shone
individually—each character faces their own
struggles with family and identity. Their stories
paralleled each other in unexpected ways, which
delivered a hefty punch in the conclusion.
Technically, this film is also well done. The
setting is beautiful, each scene feels deliberately
directed and filmed, and the music was wellselected. Much of the soundtrack featured
well-placed leitmotifs from some of Cage’s
other films that made the score itself feel like an
Easter egg for the discerning viewer.
Symbolism was prevalent, but not heavyhanded.
Cage’s conversations with his younger, more
ambitious self, Nicky, were used sparingly
and in a way where they felt important, but
not overused. Watching Cage wrestle with the
personification of his ambition and selfishness
could have been campy, and to a degree it was
hammed up for comedy, but overall, Nicky was
an interesting element handled well.
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The real strength of this film, however, is
the story. It’s a character-driven meta about
movies, life, and the consequences of chasing
and abandoning dreams. Though heavily
dramatized, there is an undercurrent of honesty
regarding the way we do, and should, interact
with others. It’s a story about the importance of
connection as well, whether it be connections
with family or connections with friends.
Thus, amidst the humor and the Nicholas Cage
memes, there’s a well-constructed, heartfelt tale
that is relatable to almost anyone, movie star or
not.
Overall, Massive Talent is a delightful
tribute to movie making and the art of telling
good stories. Using Nicholas Cage as a vessel
for that not only provides a unique level of
entertainment, but also adds a familiarity to
the audience to draw in their interest. Top it
all off with top-notch comedy and a precious
friendship, and Massive Talent becomes a
movie worth watching over and over again.

The Lost City recalls the
classic comedy genre
Anna de Oliveira—Staff Writer
A nostalgic comedy about a novelist, a
fictional hero, and a delusional billionaire,
The Lost City follows the story of Angela, the
novelist, as she promotes her newest book.
When Angela is kidnapped by Abigail Fairfax,
the delusional billionaire, Alan (also known as
Dash), hires a fictional hero, Jack Trainer, to
save Angela.
The Lost City thrusts its characters into a
jungle adventure that tests the boundaries of
their relationships. Given its star-studded cast
of Sandra Bullock, Channing Tatum, Brad Pitt,
and Daniel Radcliffe, the film’s personality
and old school humor is thicker than a humid,
jungle afternoon.
To me, The Lost City recalls the importance

of the comedy genre. When considering today’s
action comedies, dramedies, and rom-coms, the
pure, unadulterated comedy is often forgotten.
The Lost City, which I appreciated every
minute of, reminded me of the comedies of my
childhood. It’s fresh, but familiar.
Though critics claim the comedy fell flat,
I found it enjoyable and felt its 112-minute
runtime was well-paced. In addition, its
romantic moments weren’t over-the-top or
obtuse, a rarity in today’s industry.
I recommend The Lost City. It’s a date
night movie, as Mark Volkers, digital media
production instructor, says, because its got
something for everyone.
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A Vikings fan’s reaction to the 2022 NFL Draft
Connor Van Hulzen—Staff Writer
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For the Minnesota Vikings, the 2022 NFL
Draft offered a chance to revamp a roster that
disappointed in recent seasons. It also provided
a first look at how new General Manager Kwesi
Adofo-Mensah conducts a draft and builds his
team.
I was disappointed by the Vikings’ draft.
The Vikings held pick number 12 in this
year’s draft, the result of a 8-9 record. However,
the Vikings did not pick from the 12 slot, opting
to trade their pick with the Detroit Lions.
The choice to trade with an in-division team,
gifting their rival a player of their choosing,
confounded me. Even worse, the Lions were
allowed to pick Jamesone Williams, a standout
wide receiver and a player who will pose

a concern for the Vikings, who lack a fully
developed secondary to cover Williams.
The Vikings did acquire additional draft
capital due to their decision to trade down,
though, but the return proved underwhelming.
In exchange for allowing the Lions move up 20
spots in the first round, the Vikings were given
the Lions’ third-round pick and swapped second
round picks.
The fact that Adofo-Mensah didn’t
extract any more value out of this trade was
disappointing. Dropping 20 places in the first
round without acquiring a future first or second
round pick is almost hard to believe.
With the 32nd pick, the Vikings picked
Georgia safety Lewis Cine. While this pick is not
one I find issue with, it is a little confusing. Had
the Vikings kept the 12th pick in the draft, they
would have been able to select the consensus
number one safety in the draft: Kyle Hamilton.
Instead, the Vikings got an underwhelming
return in a trade down and arguably a worse
player than they could have had had they stood
pat at 12.
With the 34th pick in the draft, which they
received in that trade with the Lions, the Vikings
selected Andrew Booth Jr., a cornerback from
Clemson. The Vikings addressed a position of
need with a player that many considered a firstround talent. However, there is a reason Booth
Jr. dropped into the second round. Booth Jr. has
an extensive injury history. In interviews after
the draft, he went as far as to say that he had not
played healthy since high school.
With their first two picks, the Vikings
managed to confuse and disappoint. Their third

pick would be even worse.
With their third pick, 59th overall, the
Vikings selected LSU guard Ed Ingram.
While guard was a definite position of need,
the person the Vikings picked to address that
need leaves much to be desired. With higherranked guards still on the board, the Vikings
selected a player accused of sexual assault of a
minor.
In 2017, charges were filed against Ingram
alleging he, at the age of 16, repeatedly sexually
assaulted two sisters, both minors at the time.

After these charges were filed, Ingram was
suspended from the LSU football team for the
2018 season.
The final results of the Vikings’ 2022 draft
won’t be known for a few years now. While I
hope that these players positively impact the
franchise for years to come, I am underwhelmed
and disappointed by Kwesi Adofo-Mensah’s
first draft.
Here’s to hoping that Adofo-Mensah and the
Vikings prove me wrong.
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Softball season wraps up
Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer
On Thursday, April 28, the 20-17-1 Dordt
University Women’s Softball Team facedoff against Dakota Wesleyan in their final
conference game.
That morning, the team’s juniors had
participated in Assessment Day before
preparing for the late afternoon game.
Abby Kraemer, a junior pitcher, tried to
stick to her normal pregame routine: a morning
breakfast of eggs, sausage, and peanut butter
toast. She didn’t leave her apartment without
coffee, either.
“There’s a lot more caffeine involved in my
routine than I’d like to admit,” Kraemer said.
“But I always make sure to drink water and
hydrate myself.”
In Kraemer’s Southview apartment, each of

her roommates play softball as well, readying
one other’s hair before each game.
Later that afternoon, the team arrived in
Mitchell, South Dakota, looking to bounce
back after losing both matchups at home versus
Northwestern on Tuesday. They also hoped
to secure a couple of wins to end the regular
season and build momentum as they headed
into the postseason.
Kraemer, who’s pitched since third grade
and played softball for as long as she can
remember, started on the mound for the first of
the two games, allowing zero runs in the first
inning.
A 0-0 score remained the theme for the game
as Dordt and Dakota Wesleyan threw, tagged,
and struck each other out for the next eight
innings.
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After nine scoreless innings, the game went
into the tenth. Dordt went to bat once again, and
Ivy Terpstra found herself on third base after
Emma Groen grounded out. The Defenders
failed to score as the next two batters, Hailey
Wilken and Ella Koster, struck out swinging to
end the top of the tenth.
The Defenders trotted back to the field to
defend against Dakota Wesleyan’s offense once
again.
In the bottom of the tenth, Dakota Wesleyan
walked it off with an RBI single.
After a scoreless first two innings, the
second game of the evening shaped up to be
another defensive struggle. But in the top of the
third, the Defenders put themselves on top with
three runs. Karlie Olsen doubled to left center,
scoring Jessica Oules. And senior Brooklyn Van
Oort knocked in Olsen and Chandler Schemper
on a 2 RBI single.
At the top the sixth inning, Hailey Wilken
scored on a Schemper single to center field for
the Defenders. Dordt went ahead 4-0. After the
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field change, a Dakota Wesleyan two-run homer
split the lead in half. The seventh inning proved
to be a recurring nightmare for the Defender
team. After the Defenders failed to score a run
in their at-bat, Dakota Wesleyan trimmed the
lead to one on an RBI single. The Tigers walked
it off again with a second two run homer.
The two losses dropped the Defenders to
a 20-19-1 record on the season. Many of their
wins came from their trip to Florida over spring
break.
Dordt’s softball team consistently travels
over spring break to play against teams across
the nation. This year the team went to Orlando,
Florida and matched-up against nationally
ranked teams. They went 7-2-1.
Kraemer is proud of her team. She has seen
improvement and growth from last year to this
year. The team looks forward to the GPAC
tournament.
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Dordt announces winners of Lambertus Verberg Prize
Lexi Schnaser—Staff Writer
battle is your calling, and peace has become sin;
you must, at the price of dearest peace, lay your
convictions bare before friend and enemy, with
all the fire of your faith.”

This year marks the first of many for the
Lambertus Verberg Prize for Excellence in
Kuyperian Scholarship at Dordt University.
The prize, whose winners were announced
shortly after spring break, is one of the largest
scholarships Dordt students can receive and
is funded by an estate gift from Rimmer and
Ruth de Vries, in memory of Rimmer’s greatgrandfather.
Sophomore Joya Schreurs will receive a
$15,000 scholarship for the upcoming school
year. Anna Herman, a sophomore and member
of the Kuyper Honors Program, will receive
$10,000.
The scholarship is available to students of
all disciplines and requires a 3,500-4,000-word
scholarly essay submission capturing Reformed
Theologian Abraham Kuyper’s philosophies,
incorporating these ideas with a contemporary
issue.
Schreurs, a theology and English major,
regularly engages Christian perspectives on
contemporary issues. Herman, an accounting
major, was familiar with Kuyper through her
participation in the Kuyper Honors Program
and was excited to have the opportunity to
delve deeper into his ideas on a more particular
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subject through the scholarship opportunity.
Schreurs and Herman, as well as honorable
mentions Kara Jasper, Eoghan Holdahl, and Bri
Blevins, presented their essays at the Kuyper
Conference hosted by Calvin University in
Grand Rapids, Michigan in April.
The conference aims to engage Kuyperian
theology in contemporary church and culture
conversations. At the conference, these Dordt
students presented their papers alongside
graduate students and notable Reformed
scholars. Schreurs and Herman had the
opportunity to present a condensed version of
their papers to a smaller group of the Dordt
community at the end of April. Schreurs also
presented at Ideafest.
Schreurs’ essay addresses the sexual abuse
crisis in the American Evangelical church
and reflects on the idea that a true community
requires justice instead of leaders who try to
simply “keep the peace.” In Schreurs’ initial
research, she came across the following quote
from Rachel Den Hollander, an advocate for
sexual assault survivors and a survivor herself:
“When principles that run against your
deepest convictions begin to win the day, then

“When principles
that run against
your deepest
convictions begin
to win the day,
then battle is your
calling, and peace
has become sin.”
-Rachel
Den Hollander
Herman’s essay engaged Kuyper’s thoughts
on the lack of interpersonal social engagement
that is prevalent in society, primarily due to
individualism.

“People have been very welcoming of
my topic and are curious to do more research
about the implications of my topic, like the role
technology can play to either advance or hinder
interpersonal engagement,” Herman said. “This
is something that I got curious about while
researching, and I would like to study it a bit
more in depth.”
For many of the participants, their essays
have led to further questions and interests to
explore within the contemporary church.
“[This paper] has definitely led me into
further topics. Obviously, I haven’t exhausted
everything on this topic, but it definitely raises
new questions,” Schreurs said. “As someone
who’s on the pre-seminary track, I want to see
how churches, specifically in this area, can
work to eradicate the problem of sexual abuse
and be proactive against it.”
Donald Roth, professor of criminal justice
and co-director of the Kuyper Honors Program,
looks forward to seeing how this scholarship
opportunity will push students to engage with
Kuyper and contemporary issues.
“Our hope is that the Lambertus Verberg
Prize serves as a powerful incentive to inspire
a younger generation to take hold of and further
develop the insights offered by the theological
tradition that animates Dordt,” Roth said.
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Rep. Feenstra talks National Weather Service bill at
Fieldcrest
Sam Landstra—Co-Chief Editor
When the National Weather Service (NWS)
issues a Tornado Warning for Northwest
Iowa, the staff at Fieldcrest Assisted Living
Community alert their residents, knocking on
doors, transporting a number of residents to the
basement.
Rep. Randy Feenstra wants to expedite the
facility’s minutes-long emergency protocol
system.
Last April, the Republican representative for
Iowa’s 4th congressional district introduced
the National Weather Service Communications
Improvement Act.
While the government agency previously
used NWS Chat to disseminate information
to broadcasters, emergency managers, and the
general public, the legislation requires the NWS
to replace their “outdated communications
network.”
“How can we make it more efficient, more
functional?” Feenstra said, advocating for the
NWS to use an off-the-shelf, private alternative.
Two years ago, in 2020, the state senator
turned U.S. representative succeeded long-time
Republican congressman Steve King. Prior to
politics, Feenstra worked as a sales manager for
Hull’s Foreign Candy Company.
During that time, though, Feenstra’s jobrelated travel prompted his wife to say to him,
“I have to be a dad. I have to be a husband.”
So, Feenstra swapped the Red Vines of the
candy company for the red tape of government:

“We have to further God’s kingdom, every
square inch of society, including government,
including the public square.”
During his stint as a city administrator, the
lifelong resident of Hull, Iowa “blew the
sirens” during severe weather, urging the
town’s residents to seek shelter. So, Feenstra
says his NWS bill “hits home,” especially after
tornadoes killed seven Iowans this past March.
“As a kid, you get nervous, right?” Feenstra
said, remembering how he’d hunkered in his
basement as a child when tornadoes swept
through Northwest Iowa.
A few days after proposing the legislation,
Feenstra traveled to Sheldon, Iowa and
mentioned the bill to the residents and staff at
Fieldcrest: “We’re all doing what we can for
Iowa to make Iowa a better place.”
Also, during the thirty-minute question and
answer session, Senior Executive Director Cal
Diekmann mentioned the affects of COVID-19
on the assisted living facility: “We really need
to know someone’s helping us,”
Then,
Feenstra
mentioned
declining
COVID-19 cases, “protecting ourselves”
through vaccination, and the federal
government’s support of local, businesses
affected by COVID-19.
“We put a lot of money in the system,”
Feenstra said. “We gave dollars to businesses
so they could survive.”
Notably, Feenstra voted against the
“wasteful” American Rescue Plan Act of 2021,

a $1.9 trillion stimulus bill passed in response
to the pandemic’s effects on the American
economy.
Last year, Feenstra’s District 4 received
$145 million from the American Rescue Plan.
Specifically, O’Brien County, where Fieldcrest
is located, pocketed $2.6 million.
For the congressman, a “philosophical
problem” motivated his disapproval: “You also
have to protect the institution, the government,
our dollar.”
Cindy Axne, Democratic representative for
Iowa’s 3rd district, criticized Feenstra’s vote.
“First and foremost, I think it’s our
responsibility to ensure that Americans have
what it takes to put food on their table and keep
their lights on,” Axne said. “And so, it’s painful
to hear Republicans just say, ‘Oh, it costs too
much.’ Tell that to the unemployed mother
who’s trying to feed her child.”
After the thirty-minute session at Fieldcrest,
Feenstra tripped to Ashton, Iowa. Since 2021,
he’s bi-annually visited the 39 counties in the
district. In Ashton, he spoke with employees
at POET Bioprocessing, an ethanol production
company.
“If you want to do something for energy
independence and a cleaner climate, biofuels
play a critical role,” Feenstra said.
For weeks, Feenstra, a member on the
science, space, and technology committee, had
denounced President Joe Biden’s management
of rising fuel prices across the country:

“Crickets. Nothing. Zero.”
That morning, though, at a POET ethanol
plant in Menlo, Iowa, the president extended
the availability of E15, an ethanol-based fuel,
throughout the summer.
“Wonderful,” Feenstra said about Biden’s
extension. “I would like to see it extended yearround.”
Feenstra plans to conclude his 39-county tour
on May 8. Currently, he says he’s “building
support to provide the general public with
accurate and time sensitive information”
through the NWS bill.
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Boxing club approved by Student Government
Daniel Ketchelos – Staff Writer
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Following their passion for hooks, jabs, and
uppercuts, students Abraham Vasquez and Alex
Vaughn are leading the recently approved Dordt
University Boxing Club. Through this club,
students will learn boxing techniques and gain
access to new equipment to use for training.
“I thought it was going to be very difficult
[to approve the club] because it is not a friendly
sport,” Vasquez, co-founder of the boxing club,
said. “Since we are in a Christian college, I
know some people have the wrong idea about
boxing, and they think that the purpose of
boxing is fighting, but our purpose is to train
and to improve our own skills when it comes to
boxing without sparring.”
Equipment purchased for the boxing club

will also be available to other clubs. Students
who are in the boxing club and other martial
arts clubs will have access to the space.
“We wanted to have a space full of
equipment for people who are interested in
boxing,” Vasquez said. “It can also be used for
other students who are interested in martial arts
as a space to keep practicing and improving in
their sport.”
The idea for boxing club originated from
Abraham Vasquez and Vaughn’s interest in the
sport, and wanting to have a space on campus to
practice their hobby.
“The club started with us talking with
Student Government and the Rec Center to
buy a few boxing bags and other equipment,”
Vasquez said. “We thought it would be nice to
have a few punching bags to train by ourselves,
but after talking with Student Government, we
grew more interested in creating a club to share
the things we know about boxing.”
Student Government approved the boxing
club on March 21. The club faced challenges
in the approval process, including prohibiting
members from sparring with one another to
prevent head trauma.
“They brought us an initial proposal, and
there wasn’t any resounding opposition, so we
approved them as a club.” Vice President of
Student Government Trey Engen said. “Two
weeks ago, we approved their funding request
and partially funded them because of budgetary
constraints.”
The approved budget will go to buying

equipment, such as punching bags and gloves.
The club is still searching for an official space
to host training and equipment, with options in
the Rec Center being discussed.
“There were a couple of options for rooms
that we had,” Vasquez said. “One of the options
was the dance room, but we didn’t want to
take space from other sports teams, such as the
dance team. Hopefully, at the beginning of next
semester, we’ll agree with the new director of
the Rec Center on a place for all the equipment.”
The boxing club will also feature faculty
guidance from Student Success Coach Alex
Vasquez. He has been boxing since a young age
and is passionate about leading students in this
new area.
“Boxing, when it’s done well, is a great way
to stay in shape, and I want to be an advocate,”
Alex Vasquez said. “It’s a great way to train and
build bonds with the people you work out with.”
Abraham Vasquez has trained in boxing for
over two years. He wants to encourage seeing
boxing as a sport for personal development,
while learning to box safely.
“We’re not trying to make people more
violent; we’re just trying to have a space
for people to practice the sport of boxing,”
Abraham Vasquez said. “Some people are not
able to manage their feelings when boxing, and
the last thing we want at the boxing club is for
someone to get hurt. So, we understand why
sparring isn’t approved.”
Boxing will allow students to branch out from
typical sports. Students who aren’t interested in

Defender Grille balances trust with lost
inventory
Glory Reitz—Staff Writer

At 9:58 p.m., two minutes before closing
time, a student ran into the Defender Grille and
grabbed a disposable cup.
“Don’t worry about it,” the student said to
employees, stopping at the soda fountain.
According to a Grille employee, a significant
portion of the Grille’s inventory disappears each
week. While some students accidentally take
sides or drinks not included with their meals,
others intentionally steal food or drink items
without paying for them.
During hot meal exchange hours, the
problem increases as dozens of students filter
in and out of the Grille, making it difficult to
spot when a Gatorade or salad is stolen. Still,
Grille workers know it occurs. They’re aware
of a student who is “notorious” for taking hot
sandwiches prepared for someone else’s order.
“That’s really frustrating,” the Grille
employee said, “At the end of the day, there’s
not a lot that can be done about it.”
Because the Grille is run by Creative
Dining, employees’ interactions with students
are limited. If a student doesn’t scans their ID
for payment, the employee cannot confiscate
the item or stop the student from leaving the
Grille.
“You can make eye contact and walk out and
they don’t care,” a junior student said.
Once, the student, who takes a drink without

playing intramurals like basketball, volleyball,
or soccer may find boxing more appealing.

“We’re not trying
to make people
more violent;
we’re just trying
to have a space
for people to
practice the sport
of boxing,”
-Alex Vasquez
“Students are seeking new skills and ways
to engage with one another, and I think that
boxing will help bring that,” Alex Vasquez said.
“Students are looking for different things, some
are good at sports, and they do intramurals, but
not everybody is great at those types of sports,
and I think boxing will be a great way to find
confidence.”
The club will begin meeting during the first
few weeks of the Fall 2022 semester.

Remembering
Austin Brown
cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...canceled the Prairie Grass Film Challenge.
After they watched the movie, Hofmeyer and
Brown struck up a movie-related conversation,
walking the equivalent of “three Dordt walks”
through campus.
“He had obvious passion for digital media,”
Hofmeyer said. “His dream was to edit a Marvel
movie.”
Last week, Dordt Student Activities
remembered Brown through a showing of

paying every day, heisted a box of apples from
the Grille, walking past multiple employees
without being stopped.
To act against a thief, Grille employees
must go through Dordt’s disciplinary system.
According to Robert Taylor, Vice President
for Student Success and Dean of Students,
a text will suffice, but he doesn’t remember
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hearing any theft complaints from Creative
Dining since a student took an entire cookie jar
about two years ago. The Grille employee said
theft happens too often to report every small
infraction—multiple every day.
Taylor echoed the employee’s concern over
frequent small-scale thefts, which are hard
to keep track of. Like any retail service, the
Grille will take some losses and make up for
them in other ways, but both Taylor and the
employee were disappointed in students who
take advantage of Dordt’s trust.
Taylor said he does not want the campus
to feel like a police state, but hopes students
will learn responsibility because they feel
trusted as adults to make good decisions. Both
Taylor and the Grille employee noted that an
overwhelming majority of students live up to
that responsibility, leaving only a few regular
side-snatchers.
“The world operates on trust,” Taylor said.
“And we should be really good at it. People
at Dordt should be really good at making that
work well. And I think by and large, we are.”

“He is deeply loved,
and I will miss him
dearly and mourn the
loss of life so young
but celebrate the man I
knew and am honored
to have called him my
brother. “
-Alex Brown
Marvel’s Endgame in Campus Center.
“Austin was a great brother who was willing
to drop anything to help me or any of our other
siblings,” Alex Brown, a sophomore at Dordt
and Austin’s younger brother, said.
“He didn’t have a mean bone in his body
and loved every aspect of his life, especially his
family and the friends he made along the way at
Dordt.
“He is deeply loved, and I will miss him
dearly and mourn the loss of life so young but
celebrate the man I knew and am honored to
have called him my brother.
“I learned so much from him and yearn for
the day when I will see him again in glory.”
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IDEAFest returns after two years
Hannah Vanderhooft – Staff Writer
An academic chatter murmured throughout
the Science and Technology Center as students,
faculty, and community members walked
between classrooms and conversed at the steps
of the Jacob’s Ladder. Students gave a variety
of presentations—speaking in classrooms,
standing by posterboard presentations, and
screening documentaries. For the first time
since 2019, IDEAFest was back.
Dr. Paul Fessler, chair of the history
department, started IDEAFest in the early
2000s. A new professor at the time, he saw
a need for Dordt to celebrate the students’
academic work.
“It’s supposed to be all the different
departments and the students in them coming
together,” Fessler said. “Students do things
throughout their entire time here that we don’t
necessarily see—from poems, to science, to an
academic paper—that is important work.”
In recent years, IDEAFest has taken place
on a Thursday afternoon, following the testing

and focus groups of Assessment Day. This
year, four, concurrent, 15-minute sessions took
place from 1:00 to 3:15, along with a myriad of
poster presentations from business, nursing, and
science students.
When IDEAFest began, it started on a much
smaller scale, taking place in the afternoon
during a two-hour time block following the
completion of classes. Then, students presented
as volunteers. Now, a number of departments
require participation. Slowly, the program
grew over time, with more students giving
presentations and more individuals sitting in on
them.
For many students, presentations were a
requirement of their senior capstone classes.
Senior Collin O’Brien, along with three other
senior engineering students, presented on the
work they had done for their Senior Design—a
two-semester senior capstone class for
engineering students.
O’Brien and his classmates had worked on
their project since the beginning of the school

year, a redesign of a drive system for Kelly
Engineering Equipment. Previously, one of
O’Brien’s classmates worked for the Omahabased company.
“Our goal was for the drive to be used, but we
ended up just presenting a proof of concept,”
O’Brien said. “It was hard to present all that
we had worked on, because it’s been a yearlong project that we had to fit into a ten-minute
presentation.”
O’Brien’s project was one of many engineering
presentations throughout the afternoon. Also,
other departments participated.
Lindsay Kuiper, a junior, performed with her
Devised Theatre class for a presentation. They
performed a piece they wrote together over the
semester.
“It was a cool experience to perform to people
who wouldn’t necessarily come out to see
an entire theatre performance,” Kuiper said.
“IDEAFest is a cool experience because I went
from seeing an engineering presentation to
performing theatre.”

In 2020, IDEAFest was cancelled due
to COVID-19. Last year, the university’s
pandemic-related
restrictions
prevented
its occurrence. Given its absence from the
university community, less students participated
in IDEAFest this year.
“I didn’t really know what to expect when I
showed up on Thursday afternoon,” Kuiper
said. “I’ve heard a lot about it, but I’ve never
been able to experience it.”
In past years, as many as six presentations
occurred at the same time. Fessler hopes that
as IDEAFest regains its annual occurrence,
students will be more willing and excited to
present.
“I want people to show up and support the
academic work that students are doing in class
every day,” Fessler said. “It doesn’t have to be
earth shattering—but it’s encouraging to see
students working on things they are learning
and trying to figure out.”

Goodbye, CORE-399
Elise Wennberg—Staff Writer
When asked their opinions on CORE-399,
juniors and seniors said the capstone of Dordt
University’s CORE program, was a “waste of
time,” “not well taught,” and “provided nothing
new.” One upperclassman said, “let’s just say
that no one shows up most of the time.”
Over the past two years, faculty and Student
Government reviewed the CORE program,
including CORE-399, ultimately deciding to
replace the course.
“Every few years, each department goes
through review,” said Hannah Vanderhooft,
student government humanities representative.
“It’s easy to forget the CORE program is a
department.”
Last year, Vanderhooft conducted focus
groups which reviewed the CORE program.
When CORE-399 concludes, Jeff Ploegstra,
department chair of the CORE program,
considers implementing a two-fold strategy.
First, students’ departments will require
Advanced Reformed Thought (ART) classes
within or related to their major. Second,
students must enroll in a “post-disciplinary,
contemporary response course” outside of their
major, such as a revised CORE-399 or a “select
subset of ART courses.”
“Changing a CORE program’s content is
easy,” Ploegstra said. “But trying to change the
CORE curriculum as a whole is another process

entirely.”
The proposed changes add responsibility to
the major-specific departments.
“Basically, we’re taking that requirement—
the ART requirements—and we’re just putting
it on programs,” Ploegstra said.
In Fall 2022, the courses Christianity and
Pop Culture and Faith and Suffering will be
offered to students as a CORE-399 alternative,
allowing for students to have greater flexibility
within the CORE program.
“It may sound trite,” Ploegstra said, “But we
want them to think about the importance and
the way that Reformed philosophy and theology
shapes our future life within a discipline, but
then also outside of the discipline.”
Currently, Ploegstra and the CORE program
committee are discussing other courses
to categorize as ART courses, as well as
considering co-taught courses.
“One of the best ways to model cross
disciplinary thinking is to actually have two
experts who are talking about an area of common
interest from two different perspectives,”
Ploegstra said.
“Essentially what’s happening is that students
will take two ART classes,” Vanderhooft said.
“So, one that’s approved by your major and one
outside your major.”
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Capital campaign to change campus
Lydia Jayaputra—Copy Editor
If you’re enrolled at Dordt University for
long enough to see it, ready yourself for a
transplanted Commons, indoor softball games,
and increased scholarship opportunities.
Dordt University’s ‘Planting for the Future’
Capital campaign aims to fundraise $90
million for various campus changes, including
infrastructure, scholarships, and additions to
faculty.
Planting for the Future, one-hundred percent
donor-funded, has already raised over $70
million. Currently, the campaign’s effects are
sprouting up across campus, as a number of
additions and renovations have begun. Still,
others won’t break ground until years into the
future.
“The response of our donor community in
almost every case has exceeded our hopes,” said
John Baas, Dordt University’s Vice President of
Advancement. “People who love Dordt, really
love Dordt… We have to give God the praise
for it.”
While the capital campaign went public this
spring, planning and fundraising started three
years ago. In the early, non-public fundraising
stages, the campaign brought in single-donor,
multi-million-dollar donations.
As the fundraising progressed, though,
donations averaged in the thousands.
“We often say the first $20 million comes
easier than the last,” Baas said. “The first $20
million might come in four gifts, and the last
$20 million might take 5,000 gifts.”
Regarding their donations, donors may direct
their funds toward a specific project or entity,

though they often allow Dordt to use the money
as it sees fit.  
“We basically give the donors a menu of
things to choose from,” Baas said.
Dordt’s menu ranges from infrastructure
to scholarships to funding for faculty. These
changes comes with their own timeline, budget,
and reasoning. Listed below are the physical
changes of the Campaign Dordt which students
will see in the years to come.
Nursing
and
Agriculture
Center
Expansions: $13 million
In 2019, the university unveiled the Carl
and Gloria Zylstra Nursing and Education
Center. The addition, which shifted the nursing
department away from a partnership with St.
Luke’s College in Sioux City, featured patient
simulators, observation rooms, and a simulation
skills lab.
“Nursing and agriculture are always among
our top five majors and we saw opportunity for
growth in them,” Baas said.
The Agricultural Stewardship Center, also
funded by the campaign, contains expanded
classrooms, labs, and practicum spaces. In
addition, other agriculture expansions are
currently underway, including a monoslope
cattle building, livestock building, grain storage,
and equipment storage shed.

are operational, future expansions of the
building include a smaller, 150-seat recital
hall for performances, an expanded lobby, and
added restroom space.
“The technology in there was almost obsolete,
and forty years is just a lot of time to ask of a
building,” said Aaron Baart, chief of staff and
dean of chapel. “It was time for a face-lift.”
Dining Commons: $6 million
The university’s dining hall will relocate
between the B.J. Haan and the Campus Center,
connecting the two buildings. The current
Commons, built in the 1970s, has largely
remained unchanged.
“We can’t even buy parts for some of the
equipment if something breaks down, that’s
how old it is,” Baas said. “They recently had
to fix something over there by 3-D printing
a part… it’s well past time for us to build
something new.”
Rozenboom Family Athletic Center: $11
million
The Rozenboom Family Athletic Center
includes changes to the DeWitt Gymnasium
and the Recreation Center. The DeWitt Gym
will gain air conditioning, expanded locker
rooms, a ‘Gold Club’ Hospitality Room, and
an improved main lobby. The Rec Center will
upgrade its track and court floors, curtains and

dividers, and scoreboards.
“We thought [upgrading Dordt’s athletic areas]
would be the next thing after this campaign,
not during this campaign,” Baas said. “Then,
unexpectedly late last year, we had a major gift
in honor of an alumnus, David Rozenboom, that
caused us to accelerate the project.”
Once the spring semester ends, the Rec Center
will close for around five weeks to replace the
track. Baas estimated other upgrades to occur
in a few years.
American State Bank Sports Complex: $4
million
The indoor complex will house a turf large
enough to hold softball games and spectator
seats. Dordt and the city of Sioux Center split
the funding of the dome, which will fuction as
a weather-resistant, community-oriented sports
complex.
“This is going to help Dordt be a better
neighbor,” said Baas.

B.J. Haan Auditorium Performing Arts
Venue Expansion and Remodel: $15 million
While a portion of the B.J. Haan’s remodel,
including livestreaming and technical upgrades,
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Brue finishes second in international essay competition
Isabel Pheifer—Staff Writer

Rylan Brue, a senior theology and philosophy
major at Dordt University, recently placed
second in the 2022 Wycliffe College Scripture
and Theology Essay Competition in Toronto,
Canada.
“This competition reflects our commitment
to excellence in the study of both the Bible
and theology and the leading role which
Wycliffe plays in revitalizing the theological
interpretation of Scripture,” Wycliffe’s website

Contributed Photo

said.
The competition, open to any graduate or
undergraduate student attending an institution
of higher learning, accepted submissions from
around the globe.
Still, David Moser, assistant professor of
theology, hadn’t heard of the competition until
the spring semester.
This year, when Brue submitted a class
assignment, Moser realized Brue’s paper could
go further.
“Once I learned about it, I thought Rylan’s
paper had a good chance of doing well in it,”
Moser said.
Brue’s essay, entitled “‘Commitment than
Which One Cannot Have a Greater’: Creation
as Vow in Curs Deus Homo,” focuses on
theologian Anslem of Canterbury’s discussion
of God’s monastic vow to not surrender creation
to corruption and decay.
“Anselm wants to argue that it was
necessary for God to become incarnate in the
person of Jesus Christ. When we first look at
it, we think, ‘Wait, how can God be required
to do something?’ It can rub us the wrong way
because we know that God is completely free,”
Brue said. “But he argues in such a way that it
is necessary for God to become flesh to make
satisfaction for humanity’s sins.”
Brue’s argument for his essay depends on
Anslem’s use and definition of necessity.

“That is sort of the way necessity works
because it is only by God’s free will that he
chooses to force himself to do something,’’
Brue said. “By that vow is how Anselm can use
the word necessity, even if we may not like it.”
Brue did not claim confidence in his work at
the beginning of the writing process.
“I had a lot of frustration trying to write it,
and I wasn’t sure what I thought,’’ Brue said. “I
haven’t really encountered the idea of creation
as a vow, in Anselm particularly, so it felt like I
may be going on a limb or just reading into it.”
Brue argued his point clearly and effectively,
though, instilling confidence in Moser that
the essay would perform well at both in the
Wycliffe competition and in other forms.
“Rylan is a careful researcher and writer,
and I am not at all surprised that his paper did
well,’’ Moser said. “It could be published as it
stands now, I think.”
Brue said he wouldn’t have had confidence
in his essay if it weren’t for Moser encouraging
him that “it was good work.”
The number of submissions for this contest
remains unknown, but it reached participants
from around the world. The winner was from
the Dominican Institute in Ibadan, Nigeria
whereas third place was from the University of
Waterloo.
“It was really cool to remind myself that
theology doesn’t belong just to Northwest

Iowa—it is a project that the whole global
church is working on,” Brue said.

“It was really cool
to remind myself
that theology doesn’t
belong just to
Northwest Iowa—it
is a project that the
whole global church
is working on,”
-Rylan Brue
Brue will attend the Calvin Theological
Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan this fall
and plans to enroll in the Master of Divinity
program.
“It is nice to have a little bit of external
affirmation,” Brue said. “Most importantly,
Dordt has equipped me with tools to think
theologically, and this is a great starting point
for more learning.”
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Concrete Canoe: The math says it floats
Glory Reitz – Staff Writer
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Luke Vander Horst, a junior civil engineering
major, has participated in the Concrete Canoe
Club since his freshman year, but he hasn’t put
a concrete canoe in the water, though not for
lack of trying.
On April 21, nine engineering students
loaded a concrete canoe onto a trailer and drove
to Iowa State University to pit their flotation
device against other schools in the region. On
the night before the race, though, Ames Fire
and Rescue authorities decided 25 mile per hour
winds and 1-foot waves created conditions too
dangerous for canoeing.
The Concrete Canoe club is an extension of
Dordt University’s American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) chapter. Each year, the club
takes their canoe to a regional competition,
where they are judged on five criteria: technical
presentation, aesthetics, a poster, a race, and a
30-plus page technical report on the canoe.
Overall, Dordt’s club finished 8 out of 10
overall and won second place in the enhanced
focus category. Vander Horst, the club’s
president, felt the canoe, if allowed into the
water, would have raced well.
Since August, the club met every Saturday

morning, testing types of concrete mixes and
structures for the construction of the canoe.
The majority of the club’s meetings were
attended by Vander Horst and freshmen Conner
Asche and Noah Swenson. Though they
possessed a mold from previous competitions,
they were inexperienced in the club.
During 2020, Vander Horst’s freshman year,
the COVID-19 pandemic forced the closure of
the competition. Last year, organizers held the
competition online. Vander Horst says he loves
the experience, though, despite its multiple
delays.
“You get to go and race concrete boats,”
Vander Horst said. “But there’s also, what are
we here to do? We’re here to serve. We’re also
here to have fun, and… I think that going out
and fixing concrete is enjoyable.”
The Concrete Canoe club, given its relation
to ASCE, is open to all engineering students,
not just civil engineers.
Asche’s emphasis is in computer
engineering, and Swenson is studying
mechanical engineering. Yet, both showed up
on Saturday mornings to work on mix design,

finding the right combination of specialty
aggregates to create a strong, light concrete.
The club mixed plastic and glass aggregates
into their concrete, rather than sand and river
rock, given their lightness. Also, they used a
pretensioning technique, reinforcing the canoe
by running cables through the wet, not-yetcured concrete. According to Vander Horst, only
Dordt’s club uses the technique. Vander Horst
and his clubmates also used white Portland
cement, enabling them to dye their canoe.
While the competition doesn’t allow for
painted canoes, teams may add pigment to the
concrete mix. This year, following a tradition
of nods to Dordt’s culture, the canoe was dyed
yellow and green, modeled after its namesake:
the “Corncob.”
“Since corn outnumbers people about a
thousand to one out here, we figured it was a
pretty good way to enjoy being Northwest
Iowans,” Vander Horst said.
On “pour day,” around 30 club members
attended the Saturday morning meeting in the
crowded, retired agriculture lab to mix concrete
and mold it around a wooden frame.
Regardless of the overabundance of workers,
pour day took five hours to complete, as the
club mixed the concrete that morning. For
Asche, pour day’s hands-on, teamwork-oriented
experience was his favorite.
In recent years, enrollment in Dordt’s civil
engineering program has dropped. While the
university typically graduates 10 to 15 students
a year, according to club faculty advisor Justin
Vander Werff, the program will see just three
walk the stage of the B.J. Haan Auditorium next
week.
At the competition, nine students attended,
planning to help paddle in the races. Though
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they were not able to float the canoe, Vander
Werff believes the experience got enough
freshmen and sophomores interested in
participating more next year.
Ashayla Soodsma, a sophomore civil
engineering major, said softball practices
made it difficult for her to attend many of this
year’s meetings, but she hopes to be a more
active club member next year. When she was
able to participate this year, she enjoyed the
community, involvement, and hands-on aspects
of the club.
“The competition was definitely eyeopening,” she said, “and I can’t wait to do it
again in the future.”
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Student athlete mental health crisis
Corina Beimers- Staff Writer
Katie Meyer, Tyler Hilinksi, Jayden Hill,
Robert Martin, Morgan Rodgers—the list goes
on. On April 13, the list grew by one more
name. University of Wisconsin’s track and
field athlete, Sarah Schulze, marked another
collegiate student-athlete who died by suicide
this school year.
Making the transition from high school to
university is an anomaly. You are at a new
school, navigating life away from home for
the first time, trying to make new friends, and
experiencing more academic pressure than ever
before. It is a unique and exciting time of life,
but it also brings stressors that can be difficult to
manage. Student-athletes are learning to balance
the same things alongside the demands that
come with being involved in athletics. They feel
the need to perform during practices and games,
push through injuries and physical exhaustion,
and become a master of time-management.
“There was a lot more guidance in high
school,” Dordt University sophomore soccer
player Abby Hogan said. “The increase in
independence has caused a lot of self-doubt and
comparison.”
Approximately 30 percent of women and
25 percent of men who are student-athletes
report having anxiety, and only 10 percent of
them seek help from a medical professional,
according to the American College of Sports
Medicine (ACSM). Student-athletes are also
at a higher risk of depression, substance abuse,

social anxiety, and eating disorders.
Maybe it is your coach screaming and yelling
every day at practice, even on the days you
don’t think you can take it anymore. Maybe
it’s the need to keep your athletic scholarship,
otherwise school is unaffordable. Maybe it’s
your coach making comments about your
nutrition or body composition when you’re
already struggling with an eating disorder. It
only takes one moment, one small push to feel
like you have finally had enough.
One of the things that athletes grow
accustomed to throughout their years of
competition is the culture of “mind over matter”
or “pain is temporary” or “the best don’t rest.”
Even Nike’s famous tagline of “Just Do It”
has instilled a damaging aspect to how we
view athletics. We have created a completely
misconstrued definition of weakness. We
believe that we will only succeed if we keep
playing when we’re in pain or push through
adversity that seems “normal.”
“One thing that I think has impacted negatively
by playing sports is the drive, which is weird
to say because every coach that I’ve had, has
seen it as a strength,” Hogan said. “Sports have
taught me how to work hard, but they have also
taught me to blur the lines between hard work
and working too hard.”
Where has this culture of sports gotten
us? Overall, we continue to see increases in
performance throughout all sports. However,

we also continue to see increases in mental
illnesses in athletes even though being active
and playing sports is supposed to do the
opposite.
There’s a lack of conversation happening on
our own campus about the stress that studentathletes go through. While other university
athletic departments around the country are
working hard to learn how to address the crisis,
there is little mention of it on our own campus.

There’s a lack
of conversation
happening on our
own campus about the
stress that studentathletes go through.
-Corina Beimers
“Coaches have attempted to sympathize
only after the topic was brought up, but if they
aren’t educated enough on the subject, they
may do more harm than good,” Hogan said.
“The athletic administration has not addressed

mental health.”
We can’t be scared to talk about eating
disorders or anxiety or suicide. These are
realities that can’t be glossed over. Dordt
has work to do in order to lessen the stigma
around mental health, especially in our athletic
department. Coaches, trainers, and those who
spend extended periods of time around athletes
need to be educated on common mental health
topics and how to identify them.
If you don’t think that there are people
around you who are struggling with a form
of mental illness, you’re wrong. Coaches and
teammates need to be aware that for some, the
locker room, weight room, court, or field may
be the source of deep struggle.
Being put on athletic scholarship and
playing throughout four years of university is
an incredible experience. It’s not something
everyone has the opportunity to do. There’s
so much goodness in it that needs to be
protected and right now, that means the crisis
of mental health in student-athletes must be
at the forefront of conversations in the sports
industry.
Not all pain is temporary. We’ve lost
the lives of student-athletes because the
conversation of mental health has always—and
still is—struggling to find its place in athletics.
It demands a change in culture, and it demands
that it happens now.
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Drissell departs from Dordt University as board of
trustees, CRC discuss sexuality cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...Canons of Dort.
“We are an institution of higher learning
committed to a Reformed perspective,” Todd
Zuidema, Dordt’s director of church relations,
said. “Our faculty should be able to represent
that well.”
A year later in Spring 2021, after switching
his church membership to Trinity CRC, Drissell
remained a participant at the episcopal church.
Then, after a faculty status meeting, President
Erik Hoekstra spoke to Drissell, asking if he
“appreciated the episcopal church’s inclusivity”
regarding the LGBTQ community. Drissell said
yes: “I just wanted to be honest.”
For Drissell, a same-sex relationship “can
be showing how God’s love manifests.” He
said, “There is so much sexual distortion for
everyone, but there’s also so much beauty and
possibility and goodness that is affirmed by
God.”
Dordt’s Faculty Handbook says, “the only
appropriate and permissible context in which
sexual intimacy may be expressed as overt
sexual interaction is in the marriage partnership
of a man and a woman.”
Over the past five years, according to Hoekstra,
the university has disagreed on sexuality with
faculty or prospective employees in “one or two
instances,” while “more than a dozen,” either
current or prospective faculty members, referred
to Dordt’s policy, its reasoning and application,
as “refreshing” and “clear and scriptural.”
As part of the university’s faculty hiring
process, Hoekstra communicates to prospective
employees the university’s belief and
expectation regarding sexuality, as well as its
requirement for faculty to attend a universityapproved church and enroll their children in
Christian education.
“‘When office consciousness is lost, the
essential meaning of this work is lost,’” Hoekstra
said, quoting the university’s Educational Task
and Framework.
When the board of trustees decided to not
renew Drissell’s contract, “seemingly” due to his
affirmation of the LGBTQ community, Drissell
appealed the ruling, asking the university’s
faculty status committee to recommend to the
board a reversal of the decision: “…although I
disagree with the policy as written, I have and
can continue to abide by it.”
On June 18, 2021, the board of trustees
published a letter to campus and “reaffirmed
the current policy” relating to sexuality: “We
expect that faculty and staff who do not share
our beliefs on these matters may not be able to
sustain an employment relationship with this
community.”
Also in the statement, the board related
the policy to how the Educational Task and
Framework requires its faculty to “participate in
the Reformed tradition of Semper Reformanda
– Reformed and always being Reformed,
according to the Word of God.”
“You don’t work here just for a paycheck,”
Hoekstra said, referencing the university’s
Reformed tradition. “You serve here in an office

to which you’re called here by God.”
According to Drissell, the statement
represented “one, narrow end of understanding”
within the Reformed community.
“If this was a clear-cut issue, there wouldn’t be
these synods after synods,” Drissell said. “Why
isn’t there room for different understandings on
the issue?”
Before publishing the letter, the board,
administrative cabinet, and academic senate
also discussed case studies regarding sexuality,
including whether they would attend the
wedding of a same-sex couple.
“What does it mean to be a Christian
institution of higher learning from a Reformed
perspective?” Zuidema said, referencing the
university’s desire to “clarify” their policy and
remain “transparent.”
Drissell, faculty senate fine arts and
communication representative, participated in
the case studies as well: “So much of it was
grappling with the expectations in the faculty
handbook… How does it meet the complexities
of this issue?”
As Dordt University discusses sexuality, the
CRC plans to rule on the Human Sexuality
Report this summer at Synod, the highest
governing body in the denomination.
In 2016, Synod mandated the report to
articulate “a biblical theology of human
sexuality.” The 175-page report, released
to CRC churches, reaffirms Synod’s 1973
position: “that same-sex attraction isn’t sinful,
but acting on that attraction is,” according to
The Banner, a CRC magazine.
The report concludes sexuality is “already
confessional.” In the CRC, confessions hold the
second-highest authority in the denomination,
ranking behind the Bible and the ecumenical
creeds.
Some churches, though, including Neland
Avenue CRC, interpret the CRC’s position
as pastoral advice: “We also don’t believe
that having a uniform position on this matter
is necessary to maintain unity as a body of
Christ.”
While disagreeing with the denomination’s
confessions results in a violation of the Belgic
Confession, Heidelberg Catechism, and Canons
of Dort, disagreeing with pastoral advice, given
its lesser authority, does not.
At Covenant CRC, Rev. Joel Kok wants the
denomination to “accept one another, even
when we disagree about important, disputable
matters.”
This year, Kok wrote a communication
to Classis Iakota, a lesser governing body
within the denomination, upholding Synod’s
1973 position and inviting church leadership
to consider a “commitment to both truth and
unity.”
Kok’s communication cited the Parable of
the Unforgiving Servant, recalling that Jesus
“calls us to a community that warns against
scandal and also practices radical forgiveness
and generous mercy teachings.”
Though the classis rejected the Kok’s
communication, he and his congregation are
considering sending the communication to

Synod 2022.
Whether Synod listens to Kok or whether
it defines sexuality as confessional or pastoral
advice, Zuidema anticipates fracturing within
the denomination.
“I think it’s going to be a watershed moment,”
he said. “We mourn the continued division of
Christ’s body.”
Aaron Baart, the university’s dean of chapel,
said, “I hope we don’t break apart further…
Because when we do, the only person who wins
is the evil one.”
At Dordt, Synod’s decision won’t alter the
institution’s policies on sexuality, according to
Zuidema: “Dordt has kind of plotted a course.”
The university, while not owned by the
denomination, is affiliated with the CRC, and
yearly receives $800,000 from its churches.
If, after Synod 2022, universityapproved churches differ from Dordt or the
denomination’s position on sexuality, Baart
said: “We don’t want to be in a place where
we’re telling people, ‘You have to leave your
church home where you’ve been for twenty
years.’”
Regardless of their congregation’s position,
Baart expects the university will require faculty
to believe in and abide by the faculty handbook.
“I hope there is room for hospitality,”
Drissell said about church membership. “I hope
no one else ends up in my scenario.”
During Spring 2020, Drissell taught CORE399. He says faculty “stay[ed] away” from
sexuality: “There was fear that would somehow
get someone in trouble. That’s problematic.”
In recent years, the campus has discussed
sexuality in chapels, small groups, and doubt
nights because, according to Baart, “we are
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always better and wiser when we thoughtfully
engage new and differing ideas, weighing them
against what we believe to be timeless truths.”
In Fall 2019, Baart led a chapel series on
sexuality and gender titled Grace/Truth. The
five-chapel series based itself on author Preston
Sprinkle’s Grace and Truth.
“It’s probably appropriate to start with an
apology,” Baart said on the stage of the B.J.
Haan Auditorium, addressing the LGBTQ
community. “I’m sorry.”
He referenced pornography, sexting,
and divorce in the context of heterosexual
relationships: “We have a lot of work to do there
and a lot of egg in our face.”
For the fourth chapel, Baart read a letter
from an alumnus, a celibate, gay man: “People
at Dordt loved me as best they knew how.”
“I hope the LGBTQ students considering
college who love the Lord come to Dordt,”
Baart said. “I think this is the best possible place
for them.”
As Drissell grades his students’ end-ofsemester projects, he says he wants his students
to realize his soon-to-be former employer’s
position on sexuality isn’t the only position:
“There are voices—sadly, somewhat quiet
voices in the Christian community—who are
willing to say, ‘No, you are good.’”
When junior Sophia Marcus heard of
Drissell’s contract nonrenewal, she “was very
filled with emotion, not good emotions, a lot of
anger.”
During her freshman year, Marcus, an art
minor, received Drissell’s instruction and music
recommendations in Drawing I.
“He has notably open eyes and arms,”
Marcus said, remembering how Drissell
facilitated conversation at her table.
In Drissell’s Painting I, the professor
challenged Marcus’ “everyday conception of
what art should be,” when Marcus repurposed
dryer lint and wax as part of a five-painting
series on rural life and poverty.
“[He] finds beauty in the very common and
mundane,” Marcus said.
Recently, Marcus painted an artwork for
Drissell, using green and pale yellows and blues
to depict a western, Sioux Center sky. She added
migratory waterfowl and a “friendship” quilt
square to the landscape, a reference to Drissell’s
project on Midwest barn quilts, Externalities.
“It’s not a goodbye, celebration painting,”
Marcus said. “It’s maybe more solemn, like a
farewell.”
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Elon Musk’s Twitter buyout: The benefits of Elon Musk’s
A pot calling the kettle black acquisition of Twitter
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer

We’ve all heard the news. On April 25,
Twitter’s board agreed to sell their $44 billion
platform to Elon Musk. That’s a lot of money
for broke college students, but maybe not for
Musk, the world’s richest person.
While I’m not a Twitter user, I’ve understood
the app as an unfun, toxic, misinformationfilled platform. Despite Musk’s acquisition, I
possess little faith that his advocacy for “free
speech” will come to fruition.
On the one hand, Musk made a number of
lofty promises, claiming he’d loosen Twitter’s
censorship through privatizing the site and
publicizing the app’s algorithms.
While seemingly a good idea, the
determination and ability required to tackle
the app’s already-broken discourse presents
a daunting task. We, its users, are not capable
of switching mentalities overnight, and the
Internet gives all an ample opportunity to lash
out without consequence.
To clarify, I do not have a problem with
people expressing unpopular opinions. That is
what makes our world diverse and our voices
unique. However, Musk has tweeted harsh
words in the past. So, to me, Musk’s proclaimed
dreams for the site sound like ‘a pot calling the
kettle black.’
I do have a problem with how Musk handled
the deal, though. As said by CNN, Musk is
“notoriously predictable” and he criticized the
board and ridiculed former Twitter CEO, Jack
Dorsey, online. If this is how Musk plans on
using his freedom of speech, count me out.
Overall, it seems Musk will encounter
difficulties. First, he’s inexperienced in social
media. Second, he’s immature and naïve about
how the company ought to be run.
I would say I’m an optimistic individual, but
the way Musk seems to think he can fly by the
seat of his pants is unnerving. As asserted by
The Wall Street Journal, there’s a difference

Daniel Ketchelos—Staff Writer
between harassment and censorship. Musk does
not seem to recognize this and plans to give
everyone a pass, even if the posted message is
hurtful or untruthful.
Third, Musk will experience difficulty
finding time to be present on Twitter and give
it the devotion it requires. (You know, he owns
Tesla.) High-profile figures Evan Greer, Roy
Gutterman, and David Kaye also worry about
Musk’s time management skills.
Musk’s buying of Twitter displays the flaws
of our capitalistic world: If the big companies
continue to buy and gather like this, there will
soon be no individually owned businesses left.
As a college student in a small, Midwestern
town, this hits home. I know a majority of
Dordt’s student body thrifts clothes and knickknacks from Mom-and-Pop stores. As these  
business owners are a part of our community,
we want to contribute to their livelihood.
This Twitter situation is not the last time a rich
billionaire will add another company’s name
to their repertoire, but I’d be wary of what this
does to our community and the world at large.
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Paws and reflect
Katie Ribbens–Staff Writer

When this article is published, Sierra, my
service dog in training, and I will be one week
away from graduation. I will be completing
my time at Dordt University, and Sierra will be
completing her training with me. On May 14, I
will drop her off at her nonprofit, Partners for
Patriots, to be matched with her veteran and
complete her service dog training. I always
knew this would be the hardest part of raising
her for a year, but her purpose is to change a
veteran’s life.
I enjoyed every moment of raising her, and
she helped me grow in new ways during my time
at Dordt. We never encountered a dull moment.
We paved the way for future students to help
veterans through raising dogs on campus. A
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college campus represented the perfect place
for training a service dog.
Now, I hand over the baton to the next round
of students raising dogs on campus.
As you, the student body, welcomes a new
generation of dogs to campus, make their jobs
and their handler’s jobs easier by ignoring them
completely, even if this means not looking at
the them. These dogs are here to learn, same as
you. While you learn how to prepare for your
future career, they are learning how to save their
veteran’s life.
Next year, two students will train service
dogs on campus. I am thrilled to see the realized
goal of a long-lasting relationship with Partners
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Rich, evil, white men and corporate greed.
Such is the typical reaction provided when
billionaires are brought up in conversation.
Although Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla and
SpaceX, is among these rich, white men, I
don’t think his intentions are entirely evil.
Musk’s acquisition of Twitter for $44 billion is
a beneficial move for Twitter’s users and other
social media sites.
In recent years, Twitter has ramped up
the censorship of its users. Most notably,
conservative
figures
including
former
U.S. President Donald Trump, Georgia
congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene, and
conservative Milo Yiannopoulos, have been
banned for breaking Twitter’s user agreement.
Twitter is not the only social media platform
that has silenced users. Facebook, and its
subsidy, Instagram, have removed content and
accounts that violate the company’s policies.
This is an issue that affects free speech for all
individuals, regardless of their political beliefs.
With Musk purchasing Twitter, he is
preparing to create a platform that focuses less
on censorship and more on the ability to express
individual opinions.
“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning
democracy, and Twitter is the digital town
square where matters vital to the future of
humanity are debated,” Musk said. “Twitter has
tremendous potential—and I look forward to
working with the community of users to unlock
it.”
Free speech is a fundamental right given to
citizens in the U.S. Increasingly, publicly owned
social media sites are constraining the ability
of users with opposing opinions to post their

thoughts on the platforms. With Musk buying
Twitter and privatizing the company, he will
create a space for all individuals, regardless of
Republican or Democratic affiliation, to engage
in discussion and discourse online.
Musk aims to publicize the Twitter algorithm
that prioritizes which tweets receive the most
user engagement, and wats to minimize the
power that advertisers have on the platform.
Privatizing Twitter will allow Musk to make
these changes without outside pressure from
investors.
“Twitter as a company has always been my
sole issue and my biggest regret,” said Jack
Dorsey, former CEO of Twitter. “It has been
owned by Wall Street and the ad model. Taking
it back from Wall Street is the correct first step.”
I would much prefer Twitter to be bought
out by Elon Musk compared to billionaires
such as Meta and Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg, or Amazon founder Jeff Bezos.
Privacy concerns from the Meta platform
are increasing and a buyout of Twitter from
Zuckerberg would considerably monopolize
ownership of social media sites. Zuckerberg’s
Meta platform currently owns Instagram
(acquired for $1B) and WhatsApp (acquired for
$19B), if it acquired Twitter, it would mainly
restrict control of social media sites to the Meta
Platform and Alphabet Inc. (Google).
Musk gaining control of Twitter will allow
for a new entrant to lead a social media site and
create competition for other platforms to follow
the availability of free speech.

for Patriots. I pray it continues to be a positive
experience for everyone on campus.
Christine Turek, a sophomore, will
raise Sierra’s half-brother, adding another
Bernedoodle to campus. Turek is a medical lab
science major and joined the Assistance Animal
Club in 2021. When a veteran spoke at a club
event about how a service dog changed his life,
Turek realized dogs could reach people in ways
others could not.
“They definitely have a huge impact,” Turek
said. “Even more than what we can really see.”
Turek is excited to take on additional
responsibility next year in the form of four furry
paws and a tail:
“I feel like I’m definitely going to be pushed
out of my comfort zone a little bit.”
Turek asks students on campus remain calm
whenever her dog is vested and encourages
them to visit the dog when he is off duty.
“There’s a time and a place, because they are
training for a reason,” Turek said. “It’s not just
to have a pet.”
If students are interested in raising a dog on
campus, Turek encourages them to seek her out.
Hope Weyrick, a junior, recently joined
the club and decided to raise a puppy, given
her appreciation for their service to veterans.
Weyrick misses her dogs whenever she leaves
them at home, so she is excited to have a dog go
everywhere with her on campus.
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“It’s a different way of helping people through
something that I’ve never thought about
before,” Weyrick said.
Weyrick grew up with dogs and started
training her own dog when she turned ten. For
so long, she viewed her dog as her best friend.
Now, she will experience a very different
relationship with the dog she trains next year.
“This dog probably can do something good
for me and keep me getting out of bed in the
morning,” Weyrick said. “Then at the end when
I’m ready to move on because I can’t commit to
having a dog right now, then that dog can go on
and help somebody else.”

Opinion

page 11

Purity culture: A narrative of shame and salvation
Lexi Schnaser—Staff Writer
At thirteen years old, I signed a contract,
swearing to my parents I wouldn’t date until
they decided I was ready. This agreement
concluded a weekend trip with my mom,
my friends, and my friends’ moms where we
(supposedly) learned everything God had to say
about sex, relationships, and purity.
Christian sexual education programs like
Passport to Purity center around the same idea:
sexual purity. Children are taught that their
body is not their own, that God wants them to
be virgins when they get married to their future
partner, and that sex is a beautiful thing within
the confines of heterosexual marriage and a sin
in every other context.
That weekend, I learned to be ashamed of my
desires for a relationship, as well as emotional
and physical intimacy. I learned my body was
a stumbling block for all the boys and men in
my life and it was my responsibility to protect
them. I learned I needed to be saved from my
desires and help save others from theirs, and the
way to that salvation was to dress modestly, not
engage with secular media, and save myself for
some prince charming far in my future.
For me and many others, purity culture
deeply influenced the way I view myself, my
sexuality, and my relationships with others,
creating a harmful cycle of shame and need for
salvation.
Purity culture defined
At the core of the purity movement is a
specific definition of sex: Sex is a gift from
God reserved for men and women who are
created as sexual beings in the context of
heterosexual marriage. Purity culture’s central
argument claims “any sexual interaction before
heterosexual marriage is not only sinful but
also physically and psychologically dangerous,
primarily to adolescent girls,” according to
researcher Elizabeth Gish.
While sex itself is not sinful, physical
intimacy and sex outside of marriage threatens
one’s life and salvation. Still, sex within the
confines of a heterosexual marriage is good,
perfect, and life-giving (e.g., remember your
youth pastor mentioning his great marital sex
with his smoking hot wife?).
Sexual purity requires more than just
abstinence from the act of sex, asking its
followers to refrain from other acts of physical
intimacy such as hugs, holding hands, kissing,
and more. Though conversations about
purity are had with both boys and girls in the
church, these ideas of shame and salvation
overwhelmingly affect girls and women. Girls
are responsible not only for their own purity,
but for the purity of the boys and men in their
life. Girls are expected to pledge their purity
not only to God, but to their fathers and future
husbands. Purity culture ultimately results in a
cycle of shame and salvation.
Shame
Shame may be the tool which makes purity
culture so powerful. Researcher Brené Brown
defines shame as the “intensely painful feeling
or experience of believing that we are flawed
and therefore unworthy of love and belonging
– something we’ve experienced, done, or failed
to do makes us unworthy of connection.” Purity
culture develops in girls and young women
senses of external and internal shame.
Girls’ sexuality remains the central point

of further sinning, and separation from family,
church, and God.”
Purity culture’s rhetoric, while maybe not
its intended goal, pushes its followers to feel
guilty about their thoughts, desires, and actions.
Purity culture calls us to be saved not only from
our sexual desires, but also our desire to ask
questions and advocate for our ability to ask
important questions about sexuality. Innocent
acts of affection or natural sexual desires
become things we must run from. As Forrest
says, the design of purity culture is “to infect
someone with the sickness of shame while
simultaneously offering the antidote of Jesus.”

of purity culture. Displayed somehow as both
nonsexual and hypersexual, girls and women
are expected to abstain from physical intimacy
until marriage, turn into their husbands’ “sexual
satisfiers” when they marry, and are held
responsible for extramarital sexual activity.
According to purity culture, it’s natural for
boys to possess intense sexual urges, and what
girls wear or how we act contains the power
to increase, invite, or decrease those urges and
sexual advances.
The responsibility of modesty quickly turns
to an internalized sense of shame because it
teaches girls and women a specific view of
themselves. Their purity, determined by their
sexuality, becomes something separated from
their personhood. They are precious daughters
of a possessive God. Their sexuality is shameful
and their purity is presented as an object that
isn’t really theirs; they are called to protect it as
to retain its value when they give it away.
A girl’s lost purity is illustrated as a piece
of chocolate cake with a bite taken out of it, a
trampled flower, and a chewed piece of gum.
Once their purity has been violated, it no longer
has value. The objectification of purity becomes
so intertwined with the image of a person that
once one’s purity no longer holds value, their
self no longer holds value either.
Researcher Katie Cross introduces the
concept of body theodicy, the idea that a
piece of theology can become “trapped within
the body…; an internal process of blame
and condemnation of the self.” Countless
women and men who grew up in the purity
movement relate their difficulty with sexual
experiences after they get married. Even for
girls and women who have not been sexually
active, body theodicy is an important avenue
to understanding the impacts of purity culture.
The statement girls and women have the power
in their bodies to call others to sin is not an
overstatement — it is exactly what purity
culture teaches girls.
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Salvation
The shame narrative is a powerful one
because it reinforces the ultimate value of
evangelicals: the importance of salvation.
The evangelical movement centers
salvation around the idea of conversion, that
Christians are saved from their sinful past and
“born again.” Purity culture presents a specific
salvation narrative: We need to be saved from
the dangers of premarital sex by the rigid rules
of abstinence given to us through Scripture, or
so purity culture makes us believe. Writer Joe
Forrest introduces the idea of “divine sexual
authoritarianism;” who are we to question the
picture of sexuality God has painted?
Purity culture offers a works-based salvation.
We become inherently sinful people through
obeying a manipulative structure, rather than a
forgiving God. Our salvation is not dependent
on a savior who loves unconditionally, but a
God who requires us to live by unattainable and
harmful standards.
While boys and men are not called to
seek salvation from their alleged constant
sexual urges, girls and women are called to
seek salvation through modesty, purity, and
obedience to patriarchal structures. So, men’s
salvation is found in a woman’s ability to stay
modest. Women’s salvation is found in a man’s
ability to lead them out of temptation, whether
that man is a father, a pastor, a boyfriend, or
husband.
Esther Taylor, in her post titled “Breaking
Up With Purity Culture” writes,
“For many of us, growing up within
this movement meant that we believed that
consequences of disobedience and committing
sexual sin meant that we would be unable
to form strong and stable bonds within
heterosexual marriage. It reinforced that we
would ultimately end up unhappily married
and divorced. It also puts us at a more dire risk

“The design of
purity culture is
to infect someone
with the sickness
of shame while
simultaneously
offering the antidote
of Jesus.”
-Joe Forrest
Salvation is not found in purity culture’s rules
and regulations because salvation cannot be
found in the very structure that makes us in
need of it.
What next?
Our response to purity culture cannot be
reactionary. We can write and read and create
new sets of standards for how we talk about
sexuality in evangelical Christian circles but
trading old rules for new ones won’t promote
healing for those who have suffered at the hands
of purity culture and those who are soon to
suffer.
If anything, my Passport to Purity experience
and signing that contract made me more afraid
to ask my parents all the important questions I
should have been asking.
Brené Brown says shame breeds in secrecy,
silence, and judgment — all important aspects
of the purity movement. Instead, Brown says
empathy can be the antidote to shame. Empathy
requires us to step into sensitive conversations
with humility and the ability to listen to others’
experiences. Listening to the stories of those
who experience purity culture is central to
promoting a better conversation about sexuality
in Christian circles.
Once young people come out from under
the umbrella of purity culture, they often
find themselves lost trying to navigate their
sexuality. Young people are capable of making
their own decisions regarding their sexuality.
This doesn’t mean they don’t need guidance and
wise confidants in their life. Christian circles
will benefit from honest conversations about
sexuality. Letting young people talk openly and
safely about their questions and desires leads to
healthy relational and sexual decisions.

Local churches open doors to Ukrainian refugees cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...refugees had already been rehoused.
During the housing process, the N’WEST Iowa
Review published “Welcoming Afghan refugees
questionable,” an op-ed urging Christian
churches to refuse Muslim, Afghan refugees:
“Through his undermining would Satan ruin a
Christian community and its surroundings with
the influx of non-Christian people?”
Though disappointed in the article’s rhetoric,
DeWit considers it a “turning point” for
the Sioux Center community. After the oped’s publication, three articles were written

in support of Afghan refugees, opening the
community’s eyes to the plight of their global
neighbors.
As Covenant CRC sat on an empty house,
Bethel CRC learned about Ukrainian refugees
at the US-Mexico border. Similar to the Afghan
refugees, Samaritan’s Purse had been working
to connect churches and Ukrainians.
“If we had received this information
several weeks ago, we would have shouted,
‘Hallelujah,’” DeWit said. “Now, we don’t
want to get our hopes up.”
While Covenant planned to permanently

settle their Afghan refugees within the United
States, the majority of Ukrainian refugees plan
to return to their home country when it is safe to
do so. Also, Ukrainians, given their familiarity
with Orthodox Christianity and English, lessen
the cultural adjustments for themselves and
their communities.
“We’re willing to help people from
anywhere, but Ukrainians may be a better fit.”
DeWit said.
On April 25, the U.S. government granted
temporary humanitarian parole to Ukrainian
refugees, offering 100,000 Ukrainians a legal

pathway to a U.S. residency through a U.S.
sponsor. As Covenant and Samaritan’s Purse
wait for their arrival, they’re ready.
“Patience does not mean passivity,” said Rev.
Joel Kok, the pastor at Covenant. “Just because
we’re waiting doesn’t mean we aren’t looking
for a step forward.”
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Farewell, so long
As this year’s seniors on The Diamond staff
graduate from Dordt University, a few penned
their goodbyes to the paper and the community.

Diamond and continue to transform an integral
part of Christian life.
Use your voice
Corina Beimers—Staff Writer

On being a journalist
Staff Writer—Zac VanderLey
On May 7, 2020, Lee Pitts sent me an email,
telling me a professor or student thought I’d
be a good fit at The Diamond. He asked me to
join. I responded with jubilation and offered my
thought on journalism: “I believe at the essence
of journalism is eliciting an emotional response
in the readers.”
There are many problems with this definition
of journalism, and even though I attempted to
impress Pitts through that sentence, I’m glad he
didn’t hold my misplaced passion against me.
What I thought was good journalism was,
in reality, consumerist journalism. It was
stories that made people stand up out of their
seat and yell, either positively or negatively.
Without knowing it, contemporary journalism’s
click-bait titles and agenda-driven reporting
had warped my mind into thinking that good
storytelling included the antithesis to real,
professional journalism: melodrama and
controversy.
But stories have their own emotion. It’s
up to the reporter to uncover that emotion
through quality questions, rather than create it
themselves.
I did not understand journalism until I
practiced it. We cannot offer informed opinions
on any issue unless we take the time to become
informed through curious questioning and
attentive listening.
I learned this truth time and time again as I
wrote stories about churches, the Equality Act,
the capitol insurrection, and the Dordt Gaming
Guild. Often, what I heard from others about
the story before I reported on it proved to be
just one piece in a 1000-piece, multi-layered
puzzle.
Journalism is nuanced truth revealed through
story. ‘Show don’t tell’ proves king yet again.
Pitts likes to tell his journalism students to “write
a story on the immigrant, not on immigration.”
Truly, these complex issues we argue about
are more nuanced than the black and white
responses provided by culture. Humans are too
complex to be understood through anything
other than story. To be clear, I believe objective
truth still exists; it just takes stories to grow
closer to that truth.
To those who read my stories, thank you,
and I hope you learned along with me. To those
who talked to me or others about my articles,
thank you. You participated in the redemptive
act of conversation that our world desperately
needs to relearn.
And to those who have an itch to discern fact
from fiction, come and take my spot in The

Last year, I wrote my first article for The
Diamond, an op-ed on Daunte Wright’s death.
I submitted it anonymously. I was so scared to
share my writing.
If someone told me back then I’d be a staff
writer and consistently publish articles for
Dordt University’s campus to read, I would’ve
called them crazy.
When asked to write for The Diamond, I
took a big step out of my comfort zone. I’ve
had many, many moments while writing where
I felt inadequate, wondering who allowed me to
publish articles.
However, I’ve also experienced moments
where I’m proud of myself for trying something
new, something unknown. It’s in these places
where we grow.
This year, I learned a lot about writing
and, specifically, journalism. Yet, my biggest
takeaways don’t have anything to do with
proper pronouns or AP Style, but rather my
discovery of writing’s power.
The Diamond gave me a voice I often
haven’t had the confidence to use. It showed me
how journalism gives a voice to the voiceless
and sounds a call for change.
As I graduate, I’d like to say this: Whatever
you‘re doing, whether it be journalism or
anything else, don’t be afraid to use your voice
and use it for good.
Farewell, Diamond lads
Gretchen Lee—Copy Editor
The Diamond has been many things for me—a
relaxing few hours every week of correcting
grammar, a place to share my thoughts about
films, an opportunity to connect with others
on campus, and a way for me to advocate for
Dordt‘s agriculture program.
I’ve truly enjoyed the way this newspaper
has pushed my journalism skills and helped me
grow into a stronger writer and more critical
moviegoer.
In short, this publication has been very
important to me over the last three years, and I
hope the next generation of writers will have the
same experiences I have had and will continue
to push themselves and each other to participate
in good, Christian journalism.
Thank you, to everyone who has made my
journey here pleasant, from the regular readers
of my movie reviews to the other members
of The Diamond staff. I encourage new and
continuing writers to keep doing good work and
to keep that good work free of comma splices.
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I’ve had the words for fifty stories written
for The Diamond over the past four years, but
I don’t have the words for what The Diamond
has meant to me.
I’m grateful.
If you’ve read, listened to, or watched my
articles, podcasts, and videos, thank you. If
you’ve edited my writing, you’ve made me
a better journalist. If you’ve answered my
interview questions, you’ve made me a better
person.
When I first visited Dordt University as
a senior in high school, my dad asked the
questions. How many students are in the
journalism department? (Not many.) How
much do journalists make? (Not much.) What’s
the reputation of journalism? (Not as good as it
used to be.)
Then, during my freshman year, thenPresident Donald Trump declared journalism
to be “the enemy of the people.” I read the
news ticker on CNN as it scrolled across the
television in the North Hall lobby.
But while I’ve doubted journalism’s ability to
provide me with a stable, publicly acceptable
job, I’ve never questioned its importance.
If the journalist’s pen is mightier than the
sword, it’s also as empathetic as the heart, if
they allow it.
During my campus visit, as I sat in Lee Pitts’
cluttered, book-filled office, my now-professor
told stories. He’d ridden alongside generals
and army men during the Iraq War, writing
about Middle Eastern children affected by the
conflict, talked to soldiers who’d lost their legs
to IED explosions, and interviewed presidents
and senators.
“To me, journalism is keeping the powerful
accountable and giving a voice to the voiceless,”
Pitts said.
A year later, I told stories as well.
During the spring of 2019, Wal-Mart
discontinued its greeter position, leaving
thousands jobless, including those with
disabilities. So, I drove to Sioux Center’s WalMart, attempting to localize the article.
I chickened out.
Thirty minutes later, though, after loitering at
a self-service car wash, I returned to the store.
There, I met Harlan Van Maanen, a nine-year
Wal-Mart greeter. The elderly, wispy-haired
gentleman used a walker and electric scooter
to motor around the shopping center, given his
cerebral palsy.
While Wal-Mart’s policy changes threatened
Van Maanen’s job status, the supervisors at the
Sioux Center store accommodated him to the
self-checkout.
Van Maanen trusted me to tell his story.
Through listening, I empathized with him.
Through publishing, I advocated for him. To
me, that’s journalism. It’s providing a platform
to those who cannot provide one themselves.
It’s informing and educating yourself to inform
and educate your community.
Over the past four years, the university

community has invited me into their family
rooms, offices, and dorms, letting me share their
stories.
Whether it be Sen. Jeff Taylor permitting me
to report on his day-to-day activities at the Iowa
Statehouse or Helen Huitink, former owner of
Pumpkinland, allowing me to comb through
photos of her late-husband, I’m grateful. I’ve
said it before, but it’s worth repeating.
When COVID-19 canceled in-person, oncampus activities during the spring semester of
my sophomore year, I lost the ability to attend
bi-weekly editing sessions in the digital media
lab and distribute The Diamond throughout
the university. I didn’t lose story, though,
commemorating the women’s basketball team’s
season through over-the-phone interviews.
On March 12, 2020, the team sat in the
bleachers of the Tyson Events Center in
Sioux City, Iowa, preparing to play sixthseeded Reinhardt University. Then, the
NAIA commissioner stepped onto the court,
announcing the cancellation of the national
tournament.
“I won’t forget it,” Bill Harmsen, the team’s
coach, said.
Through The Diamond, I won’t forget it either.
Later that year, as me and my classmates
returned to campus for the fall semester, I
continued to report on COVID-19’s effects on
the university. If students were sick, I wanted to
write about them. If the community’s response
to the pandemic caused others to question their
Christianity, I wanted to talk about it.
I’ve loved Dordt University; I’ve held Dordt
University accountable. To me, these statements
complement each other.
This year, when reports of a stalker, a window
peeper, and masked men spread throughout
campus, The Diamond didn’t look away. We
asked questions, compelled to confront.
That’s the obligation of the journalist—
confronting what’s difficult to confront, telling
stories to inform a community. Over the past
four years, I hope I’ve fulfilled my obligation.
I hope we, The Diamond, earned your trust. I
know we’ll continue to earn it, asking questions,
telling stories.
Thank you.
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